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The following communiqué has been issued 


by the Secretariate-General of the League of Arab States: 


Various international organisations 
had expressed to the Secretariate-General of the League of Arab 
States as well as to the Governments of these States extreme 
anxiety regarding the safety of the Holy Places in Jerusalem 
in view of the fighting that has been going on in the Holy City. 


The United Nations Organisation itself 
has been pressing hard for the conclusion of a truce in Jeru3a- 
lem so as to ensure the safety of these places. Equally press- 
ing requests to the same effect emanating from various other 
quarters, have likewise been flowing into the League, which had 
already proclaimed to the whole world, and to the United Nations 
Organisation in particular, that the Arabs, by virtue ef their 
religion, character and traditions were the people most concer- 
ned with the safety of the Holy Places and most anxious for 
their protection, 


Actuated by this spirit the League 

Secretariate has responded to the invitation extended to it by 
the United Nations Organisation, represented by the Commission 
of Three composed of the Consuls of the United States, France 
and Belgium in Jerusalem, who came to Jericho on Wefinesday, 5th 
May, where they met Takky El-Dine El-Solh Bey, Counsellor to 
the League Secretariate, El-Sayyed Hussein El-Sarrag, Trans- 
jordan Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and Ahmed 
Farag Bey, Egyptian Consul-General in Jerusalem, with whom they 
discussed the question of the proclamation of a truce in the 


Holy City. 


The Arab representatives expressed 

readiness for the conclusion of a truce in the Old City, prcomp- 
ted by purely spiritual and humanitarian motives, which have no 
connection whatsoever with military or political matters, and 
communicated to the Commission the terms on which they would 
agree to the conclusion of such a truce. The members of the Com- 
mission requested that the truce should comprise the whole City, 
to which the Arab representatives agreed in principle, The mem- 
bers of the Commission therupon departed carrying the terms to 
the other parties concerned, to serve as a basis for discussion, 


The representatives of the International 
Red Cross in Palestine arrived the day before yesterday at Amman, 
where they were received in audiance by His Majesty King Abdullah, 
They also met His Excellency Abdul Rahman Azzam Pasha, Secretary- 
General of the League, to whom they suggested that the truce be 
placed under the auspices of the International Red Cross, enjoy- 
ing the same rights and privileges as the Association, 


At the same time, His Excellency the 
British Hizsh Commissioner in Palestine expressed a desire to 
meet Abdul Rahman Azzam Pasha, with the object cof further 
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discussions. In respense to this invitation, His Excelleney 
Azzam pasha, accompanied by Takky El-Dine El-Solh Bey, Ahmed 
Farrag Bey, General Ismail Safwat Pasha and Kaimakam Hafez 
Bakry Bey, of the Egyptian Army, met His Excellency the British 
High Commissioner, whe was accompanied by the Secretary-General 
ef the Palestine Government and His Excellency’s private Secre- 
tary. The meeting lasted clese on three hours, during which a 
limited progress towards agreement on the proclamation of a 
truce within the municipal boundaries of the city was made. 


The Britteh High Commissioner will 
further communicate with the League Secretariate with a view to a 
resumpticn cf the discussions at a later date. His Excelleney the 
High Commissioner requested His Bxcellency Azzam Pasha te ensure 
a cessation of hcstilities in the Holy City during the discussione,. 
This was agreed to by Azzam Pasha, and the eoase-fiire erder will 
go inte effect at noon en Saturday, 4th-May, if the ather party 
undertakes to rospect the exder, 
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